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For Immediate Release 
 
Contact: Philip Merry 
479-926-0939 
 

CHRISTMAS HONORS EXPANDS EVENT WITH 
PRESENTATION  

The Kennedy Family’s Secret Service Agent to Speak at Ceremony 
 
 
October 17, 2012 Fort Smith, Arkansas – On Saturday, December 8, 2012 citizens of the Greater Fort 
Smith Region are invited to help honor the servicemen and women of our community, who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our nation at the 4th Annual Christmas Honors.  Family, friends and volunteers will 
transform the Fort Smith National Cemetery by placing one wreath on each of the 13,500 headstones in 
their honor.   
 
On Friday, December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day, Christmas Honors needs volunteers to help assemble and 
prepare the distribution of the wreaths. If you are interested in helping, contact Sheri Neely at 479-650-
5781 for more information or stop by the Fort Smith Convention Center, Exhibit Hall C any time between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Christmas Honors will be collecting non-perishable food items throughout the 
day to benefit the Veteran’s Homeless Shelter.  
 
Following the wreath workshop on Friday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. at the Fort Smith Convention 
Center, Exhibit Hall C., Christmas Honors will host a special presentation by Clint Hill, former Secret 
Service agent to the Kennedy family, retired, decorated Secret Service agent and New York Times 
bestselling author, who is kicking off his national book tour in Fort Smith, Arkansas  
 
Admission is a $5.00/ticket with proceeds going to the Christmas Honors’ Wreath Fund and (2) non-
perishable food items at the door the evening of the event benefiting the Veteran’s Homeless Shelter. 
Christmas Honors’ goal is to collect 13,500 non-perishable food items – in honor of every grave at the 
Fort Smith National Cemetery. Tickets go on sale on November 15, 2012 and are available at the Fort 
Smith Convention Center Box Office, 55 South 7th Street, Weekdays (M-F), 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Cash 
only, please. 
 
Saturday, December 8th will be the laying of the wreaths at the Fort Smith National Cemetery. Christmas 
Honors asks that the community reserve the 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. hour for families of service members to 
lay their wreaths. The public is invited to help with the distribution of the wreaths beginning 9:30 a.m. 
and will continue until the final wreath is placed. A ceremony at 11:00 a.m. will include a flyover by the 
188th, Color Guard presentation, gun salute and special words from Clint Hill. 
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A Candlelight Vigil will take place at 5:30 p.m. at the Fort Smith National Cemetery on the following 
Monday, December 10th for friends, family and our community.  
 
On December 15, 2012 at 11:00 a.m., there will be a Wreaths Across America Commemorative 
Ceremony at the Fort Smith National Cemetery ceremony honoring the various branches of the military. 
 
We encourage and welcome everyone to join us for these special and memorable events. Please visit 
www.ChristmasHonors.org for information on the schedule, contacts, donations, etc. 
 
This event could not be possible without volunteers and resources. Below are several ways one can 
contribute to honoring our servicemen and women. 
 
Monetary Donations 
Each year we will need to purchase additional wreaths and ribbons for the headstones of those laid to rest 
during the previous year. At some point, the artificial wreaths will need to be replaced. Therefore, 
continuous contributions over the years will aid in this effort when needed. Your donation will fulfill 
several years of awe-inspiring Christmases at the Fort Smith National Cemetery. 
 
Monetary donations are being accepted at the Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce located at 612 
Garrison Ave.  Fort Smith, Arkansas 72901 479-783-3111. Please make all checks/payments payable to 
“Christmas Honors” c/o the Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce. Tax ID #: 71-0029620 
 

“In Fort Smith, every grave site is honored with a wreath. Every single one.” 
 
***“Christmas Honors” was inspired from  www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org where as part of the 
program, the Arlington National Cemetery’s gravesites are decorated every Christmas season with 
wreaths with red ribbons to honor those who have given their lives to provide the freedoms we enjoy in 
our beloved Nation. The cemetery is transformed into a vision of beauty, and the families of those buried 
at Arlington take comfort in seeing the respect that is shown to their grandfathers, fathers, mothers, sons, 
daughters, brothers, sisters, friends and other fallen heroes who so loved our Country. 
 
In 2009, the Education and Quality of Place Division of the Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce 
decided to transform the Fort Smith National Cemetery and a local program was born- Christmas Honors. 
With the help of over 1,000 volunteers 12,000 wreaths were placed on every headstone at the cemetery. 
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http://www.christmashonors.org/
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/

